Note: print on school stationary

Dear Parents and Community Members:

At [your school] we are always looking for ways to have a positive impact on our students and our community outside the classroom. On [date] we will celebrate Walk & Roll to School Day with 49 other states and 42 countries to encourage a more walkable world and we would like to invite you to walk with us.  

Walk to School Day was established in the United States in 1997 by Partnership for a Walkable America, a national alliance of public and private organizations committed to making walking safe, easier, and more enjoyable. By 2004, nearly 3 million walkers worldwide celebrated the 7th annual International Walk to School Day.

While walking to school was commonplace just a generation ago, traffic jams around schools are now the norm. Students are losing an opportunity for regular physical activity that is good for their health by riding to school in cars. On Walk & Roll to School Day, students have a special opportunity to celebrate the fun of walking and biking. 

Please join students, parents and community members for our school’s Walk & Roll to School Day. [provide details on when and where the event will occur, AND on any celebrations or Safe Routes to School meetings that will occur after the walk. If your school is starting, or has, a Safe Routes to School program, include a sentence that describes how Safe Routes to School and Walk & Roll to School Day work together.]

[Include the following if appropriate] Parents are also receiving a permission slip with this letter, which they should complete and return to school by [deadline for RETURNING permission slip].

[Include the following if a Safe Routes to School meeting will follow Walk & Roll to School Day]. Join other parents and community members at a meeting following the walk in [LOCATION OF MEETING]. We will discuss how to make walking to school safe and fun at the meeting. [If your follow-up meeting does not occur immediately after the walk, insert the date, time and location].

Albert Schweitzer states it best, “Example is not the main thing influencing others—it is the only thing”.

We value your support. If you have any questions, please contact me, [name] at [phone number].  

Sincerely,

[name]

[title]
