Position Opening

Position:

Michigan Safe Routes to School Policy Network Organizer
Position Description: 
This is a 1-year, part-time (16 hours per week) contractual position.

The Michigan Fitness Foundation and the Safe Routes to School National Partnership (SRTSNP) seek a talented and enthusiastic Policy Network Organizer to launch the Michigan Safe Routes to School State Policy Network. The Organizer will build partnerships to grow the Network, and provide support and technical assistance to the Network for the remainder of 2011. 

The Organizer will influence policies at the state-level to benefit walking and bicycling for children and families, especially lower-income communities most vulnerable to childhood obesity. The State Organizer will work 16 hours/week on statewide issues, following a Scope of Work and program direction by the SRTSNP State Network Manager (based in Lansing, Michigan). 

Essential Tasks and Duties of the Organizer:
1) Build and manage a state policy network which includes diverse organizations from health, transportation, education, and environmental interests.

2) Conduct monthly meetings of the policy network.
3) Monitor, research, and assess policies and policy opportunities to improve physical activity and increase walking and bicycling to school, and walking and bicycling generally, including leverage of transportation funding resources at the state level.

4) Work with policy network partners to develop and implement action plans to improve policies and leverage resources.
5) Participate in the activities of the SRTSNP State Network Project, including monthly meetings and learning network events.

Minimum Qualifications:

· A t least three years of proven success in an advocacy, organizing, or communications position.

· Demonstrated ability to work independently with minimal day-to-day supervision.

· Excellent written and verbal communication skills.

· Demonstrated ability to facilitate professional meetings.

· Experience with network/coalition building to create policy change.

· Track record of supervising complex projects with multiple stakeholders, and organizing/motivating volunteers and groups.

· Organized and able to manage multiple projects simultaneously, with excellent attention to detail.

· Excellent technology skills (email, Microsoft Office, other online tools).

· Knowledge of Safe Routes to School, local/state/federal government structure and processes, and transportation and/or health policy issues is strongly preferred. 

To Apply: 


Candidates should submit a resume and cover letter outlining how they would approach this work, and a list of three references who have knowledge of applicant’s qualifications. 

Submit Application Materials to:

Ms. Devon Bradley

dbradley@michiganfitness.org

Application Deadline: 


Wednesday, February 2, 2011 by 5PM Eastern Time
SRTSNP State Network Project Description: 

In 2007, the Safe Routes to School National Partnership initiated the State Network Project to establish SRTS Networks in ten states. In 2010, the project expanded to 20 states across the U.S. As of January 2011, the SRTS National Partnership is partnering with the Michigan Fitness Foundation to launch a new Michigan Policy Network.  In Michigan, the project will link existing advocacy and government leaders associated with safe routes to school, health, bicycle, pedestrian, youth, education, and smart growth to support the success of the SRTS federal program in Michigan. The specific strategies undertaken in the state will be determined by the State Network and the capacity that the partnering organizations bring to the effort. 
Visit http://www.saferoutespartnership.org/michigan for more information about the Safe Routes to School National Partnership and the Michigan Network. Visit http://www.michiganfitness.org/ for more information about the Michigan Fitness Foundation and visit http://www.saferoutesmichigan.org for information about the state Safe Routes to School program.
