WALKING AUDIT—WHAT TO LOOK FOR (STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS)

Safe Routes to School programs can and should include all students and families that wish to participate, including students with physical, visual, or cognitive impairments. Encourage parents and guardians of students with special needs to participate. 

Safe Routes to School teams need to be aware of the special requirements pedestrians with mobility, visual or cognitive impairments have when assessing the routes to and from school. Students with unique challenges benefit from education tailored to their needs. For education to be effective, a trained person may need to assess the capacity of the student. 

Pedestrians with mobility, visual or cognitive impairments face many challenges that may not be easily recognized. Use the following checklist to help you identify these potential barriers. See Appendix U—Unique Challenges for more information on Safe Routes to School for students with special needs.

The potential challenges listed below are classified as M (mobility impairments), V (visual impairments) and C (cognitive impairments). Some items may fall under more than one classification. Write the problem on your map and take a picture of it. Number your observations so they correspond to your pictures. Include all hazards you observe.

Examples of what to look for:

Sidewalks/Trails 

  1.   No sidewalk or trail (M, V, C)

  2.   Too narrow (M)

  3.   Blocked/cluttered (M, V)

  4.   Not maintained (M, V)

Street Crossings

  1.   No pedestrian signal (M, V, C)

  2.   Pedestrian signals are not clearly marked (V, C)

  3.   Pedestrian signals are not easily accessible (M)

  4.   Walk indicators are not audible (V)

  5.   Timing of signals inadequate (M)

  6.   View of oncoming traffic is blocked (M, V)

  7.   Absence of curb ramps (M)

  8.   Absence of level landings (M)

  9.   Faded or illegible signage (V, C)

10.   No texture/color change at intersection (V)

11.   Not parallel to the traffic flow (V)

