Walking Audit Event and Timeline: 

Total time is 2 ½ hours

Materials: 
  • What to Look For lists

  • Small maps of walking routes

  • Large map of school area, mounted on firm backing

  • Pencils, markers

  • Flip chart or large sheets of paper and tape

  • Clipboards, magazines or square of cardboard (writing surface for audit)

  • Sign-in sheet

  • Optional: digital cameras, computer laptop, screen/projector, refreshments

Introduction—15 minutes

  • Greet participants and describe the goal of Safe Routes to School

  • Ask each person to say his/her name and their role at the school

• Tell people the agenda 
a. Review the What to Look For lists

b. Form groups and receive maps 

c. Walk/bike the route 

d. Create a list of the safety hazards and pick the highest priority problems

e. Present the group’s top 3 priorities

f. Decide as a large group on the highest priorities for the school

g. Recommend general solutions1 (if experts are present, specific solutions can be suggested)

h. Set meeting dates to complete Action Plan

What to Look For—10 minutes

• Hand out the What to Look For list(s) and review the content of the list(s). If both a walking and bicycling audit will occr, break into two groups for the review.  

Walking/Bicycling Routes—55 minutes

• Form groups.

• Hand out the maps.

• Explain that each person will identify hazards and the location of the problems, on his/her map.

• Give each group an extra map to use when the compile their observations.

• If photographs will be taken, explain the need to record the location of the photograph.

Small Group Discussion—10 minutes 

Small Group Presentations—10 minutes 

Large Group Discussion and Recommendations—20 minutes

Set Dates for Action Planning Meetings
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1 Recommended solutions begin as general solutions. They become specific recommendations only after appropriate experts and the road authority are consulted. For example, if high traffic speed is a priority problem, the general solution is to slow the traffic (if possible). A specific recommendation to install speed bumps requires additional analysis by experts and the appropriate authority.
